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of shield dated 1656, and another of the same type and date
in Dr. Hunter's collection which must be considered only as a
pattern, the &c. before PRO in the inscription on the obverse
being omitted, on which account I suppose it to have been
laid aside."

From this note it would seem that Mr. Combe had
some acquaintance with half-broads bearing the plain
shield like that engraved by Vertue. He says, "All
the half-broads of the type here engraved are dated
1658." He then speaks of the 1656 and 1658 types
with the ornamental shield. These are familiar, but the
half-broad of 1656 with the plain shield is not now
known, and one cannot help surmising that the artist
has drawn upon his imagination in the production of
Vertue's and Snelling's plates, and that Mr. Combe
himself is not altogether free from that confusion
which he seeks to adjust in his editorial note.

It is suggested that the origin of the half-broads of
the eighteenth century was probably in the following
circumstances. Tanner found in the Mint Collection an
undraped punch of this size which Mr. Folkes also saw.
There was also a reverse punch with the ornamental
shield of arms of a corresponding size. By means of
these punches he sunk a pair of dies, dating the reverse
1656 to agree with the date of the broad and the
fifty-shilling piece. The &c. was included in the in-
scription, as on the aforesaid pieces, and on the crown
matrix. This pair of dies have steel-marks which
establish the period of their origin. An impression from
these dies is in the British Museum, and one is figured
by Mr. Henfrey80 as Simon's half-broad [PL VII. 5].

80 Op. cit, PL iii. 3